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  VA Issues Statement on Denver VA Replacement Medical Center

 

The Department of Veterans Affairs continues to work to complete the Denver replacement VA Medical Center project without further
delay while delivering the best value to taxpayers under current circumstances. The situation in Denver is unacceptable to Veterans, taxpayers and
Department leadership.

Our obligation is to ensure VA doesn’t allow such an outcome to occur again by learning all we can from past mistakes and put in place
corrective actions to improve future performance. Veterans and taxpayers also expect a thorough review be completed and those responsible are
held accountable. With these objectives in mind, the following actions are being taken:

 As previously announced, VA is partnering with the Army Corps of Engineers to advise on the current construction and on the overall
management of this project as part of the transition to negotiate a long-term contract and manage the project until completion.

Today, we are announcing that VA has requested that the Corps complete a detailed examination of the VA major construction program to
improve management processes, structures, and controls in project oversight and delivery.

The Department is also convening an Administrative Investigation Board to review all aspects of the Denver project to determine the facts
that led to the current situation and gather evidence of any misconduct or mismanagement that contributed to this unacceptable outcome.

Effective immediately, the Department’s Construction and Facility Management organization will report to the Deputy Secretary through the
Office of Management.

 VA Deputy Secretary Sloan Gibson was onsite at the Denver replacement project today and will continue regular visits to the site. VA senior
leadership is actively engaged on the project, and the facility construction continues to progress. We are continuing to work with our partners to
ensure timely completion of the project for the Veterans of the Colorado area.
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